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For aspiring erotica writers -- and authors in any genre who want to make the "good" parts great 

Susie Bright is the first and reigning queen of contemporary erotica. In How to Write a Dirty Story

she reveals her tricks of the trade and shows you how to heat up sex scenes in everything from

traditional novels and romances to science fiction and humor. Easing the aspiring writer into the

creative process, she tells you how to write the steamy plots and sensual characters that publishers

and readers are looking for. Bright makes it easy to:  Produce unique ideas * Master erotic language

Climax the story * Sell your work to the right place  Each chapter features practical writing exercises

and suggestions for nonwriting activities that will galvanize the imagination and raze any creative or

psychological hurdle. When it's time to go public, Bright draws on her own writing and publishing

experiences and explains the most effective ways to find an agent, work with an editor, and grow a

loyal audience.  As irreverent as it is practical, How to Write a Dirty Story is the only book an erotica

author -- novice or seasoned -- needs.
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I bought this on a whim, I wanted a book that would help me with any romantic scenes in my own

writing, something that would help me keep them from seeming canned or forced. I figured a novel

about writing erotica could help. This is really not what I expected, the title is misleading. It could

have been Dirty Stories: Getting past the writer's block and getting published. A third of the book is

devoted to what you do once you've written your erotic novel. That's great if you already have the

novel written and you're ready to get it ready to sell. If you're looking for how to write that dirty story,

or that romance scene, you're out of luck. Another third of the book is getting ready to write. You get

the history of erotic novels in the United States, how to find the erotica you like, and reading it aloud

to get a sense of it's style and power. It also details how do you deal with your family and friends

reading something you're written that's sexually explicit, and what you can do about it. This stuff is

helpful, but between it and the publishing guide you're really left with very little about how to write

itself. Once into the actual writing bit, Bright's exercises are helpful, but limited. She sets up the

exercises and outlines the goals they should accomplish, and where to get ideas, but aside from

saying that stringing together a bunch of sex scenes does not automatically make a plot and a good

piece of erotica, she's pretty vague. She doesn't touch too much on characterization, and her

chapter on mixing sex with other genres is disappointing as best.The book focuses solely on

erotica, and not even really writing it, but getting ready to do it, and then what to do once it's written.
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